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Points of Interest 
 

Save These Dates: 
 

May 7 
Middle School Lock In 

 
May 10 - MPC Women 

Ted’s Montana Grill 
 

May 11 & 12 - Olan Mills 
 

May 13 
Preschool Graduation 

 
May 14 -16 

Men’s Backpacking Trip 
 

May 16 
11:00 Service - Recognize 

Our Graduates  
 

June 4  & 5 - Olan Mills 
 

June 14-18 
Vacation Bible School 
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Session News and Notes for March 
 
The Session held its stated meeting on March 30, 2010 and after discussion and prayer the fol-
lowing actions were taken: 
 
Per her request Carol Willever was placed on the inactive roll as she is attending an-
other church.  
 
Also, at their request Frank, Laura, Frank, Jr. and Mario DeMarino and Brittany and 
Heather Rogers were removed from the roll as they are joining St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Marietta. 
 
After much discussion and prayer the Session voted to accept the “marked up” pro-
posal with Wachovia for refinancing the church’s mortgage. In addition, if there is 
any disagreement by the bank the “document” will come back to the Session for fur-
ther discussion. 
 
The Session approved Olan Mills to produce a new church pictorial directory. 
 
The motion was made and approved to collect the Mother’s Day offering for Presbyte-
rian Homes on May 9, 2010. 
 
A Sunday school class to be taught by Buddy Carlton was approved. 
 
The motion was made and seconded to elect Ginny Spain as the chairman of the 
Nominating Committee and to elect Laura Yaramishyn to serve on the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
In order to comply with a request from the PNC for guidance in completing the PIF, 
the motion was made to have a called meeting of the session to discuss the informa-
tion requested by the PNC. The meeting will be held on April 11, 2010 at 4 p.m. at the 
church. 



Session News and Notes for April 
 
At the Session meeting on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 the following items were discussed or approved: 
 
- Motion made to approve the signing of the Corporate Resolution so that the closing of the Mortgage 
Loan could happen on Wednesday, April 28 at 8:30 am. 
 
- Heard the Treasurer’s Report: 
  Received in March $44,389.92 
  Expenses in March $42,915.78 
  Received YTD $127,894.95 
  Expended YTD $120,150.96 
 
- Motion made to instruct the Treasurer to set up a Money Market account to place any unrestricted 
funds remaining in our checking account at the end of each quarter after all bills are paid exceeding 
$40,000.00 (which is approximately one months expenses).  This amount is over and above the funds in 
restricted accounts.   
 
- Motion made to instruct the Web Site team to move forward using the Tree motif developed by the 
Strategic Planning Team. 
 
- Heard that reserve money has been identified to purchase a new sound board for the sanctuary.  A 
committee from the Worship Team and Administration Team will begin the process of identifying what 
is needed. 
 
- Motion made to have one worship service on Sunday, July 4 at 10:00 am with Communion.  No Sunday 
School that day. 
 
- Heard a report from Worship Team that a drive is on to encourage our members to bring Bibles to wor-
ship.  Bibles will also be available in the Narthex. 
 
- Heard a report from Mission Team that planting of the garden will begin May 1st.   Willing helpers are 
still needed to maintain the garden over the summer.  Mission Team is also still looking for a Habitat for 
Humanity ambassador. 
 
- Heard a report that our Youth are participating in a project sponsored by the General Assembly.  They 
are creating a video based on John 7:38 and will be entering a contest in hopes of winning one of two 
$25,000 endowments for youth ministry.  Watch for more information. 
 
- Noted that Christian Education is planning a Church Picnic for Sunday, August 1st.  
 
- Motion made to form an Interim Pastor Search team consisting of no fewer than three members of Ses-
sion to begin search for a full-time Interim Pastor to being work at the end of Dr. Jim Speed’s contract 
which ends August 31, 2010.  The team will be Bob Kendall, Chair, Alan Judd and Scotty McAliley. 
 
- Elected Alan Judd and Bob Kendall as commissioners to Presbytery meeting on May 25, 2010 at East-
minster Presbyterian Church. 
 
- Re-elected Amy Kraieski as Treasurer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 The word, Presbyterian, comes from the Greek word, presbuteros, often found in the 
letters of Paul.  It did and does mean “elder.”  So when we called ourselves “Presbyterian,” 
we mean that we are governed by elders. 
 
 Traditionally some are called “teaching elders” or ministers and some are referred to 
as “ruling elders” or just “elders.”  Together they seek the Lord’s will for the church at every 
level: the General Assembly, the Synod, the Presbytery and here in the congregation.  Both 
are elected by the congregation.  Ministers are elected or called for indefinite periods of time 
as pastors of churches.  Elders are elected to serve three year terms on the Session.  They can 
be elected to additional terms (after one year) but are elders for life retaining all the spiritual 
responsibilities even when not serving on the Session. 
 
 The “ruling” elder has long been respected and trusting as holding a holy office.  The 
old southern Presbyterian Book of Church Order stated it something like this.  “The calling to 
an office in the church (minister, elder, deacon) is understood as an act of God ordinarily 
made manifest by the testimony of good conscience on the part of the person, the affirmation 
of God’s people on the part of the church and the concurring judgment of a lawful court of 
the church (Session or Presbytery).” 
 
 In a time when the Lord has called a pastor away, particularly heavy responsibilities 
fall upon the Session.  Every activity of the church from preaching to picnics must be pro-
vided for, evaluated, and overseen without the customary day-to-day leadership.  Problems 
must be faced, disagreements resolved, and the spiritual needs of people heard and met.  The 
Church of Jesus Christ must be led. 
 
 You have elected twelve faithful, hard working, spiritual and deeply caring people.  I 
do not think any member has missed a meeting since I came in September.  They carry a 
heavy and holy load for you and for Christ.  They come to meetings united in their desire to 
serve Christ but not always united in their opinions on how to do it.  Decisions come as the 
best they can do together at that time.  
 
 I urge you in the weeks and months ahead to listen to them, to ask them questions, to 
encourage them, to trust them to serve you and the Lord as best they can, and, above all, to 
pray for them.  The life of the Macland Presbyterian Church is what you are doing together. 
 
         Faithfully, 
          Jim Speed 
 



 Life at Macland Presbyterian Church has been difficult since the decision by the con-
gregation to refinance the mortgage.  As you are well aware from the Congregational Meet-
ing there are those who do not believe this was a good decision for our church.  We have just 
received word that the loan will close this week.  By the time you receive this letter it will be 
finalized.  It is never easy when Christians disagree, and money seems to be an area that fuels 
the flames of discontent.  The Session itself struggled with our decision to even recommend 
this action but at the end of the day we believe it places us in the best position for the future 
of the church. 
 
 Disagreement is not unusual in an interim period in a church.  Leadership is finding 
its way and seeking to move in the way God desires.  Sometimes we read God right and 
sometimes we miss the mark.  But Christ calls us to live in community together loving one 
another.  Sunday I was teaching from Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth and was re-
minded of his powerful words about the body of Christ. In Chapter 12 Paul talks about the 
many different spiritual gifts found in the body and the importance of all of them.  And he 
says this: 
 

As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor. And 
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect,; whereas our more re-
spectable members do not need this.  But God has so arranged the body, giving the 
greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.   

 I Corinthians 12:20-26 
 
 Paul goes on to explain a more excellent way - the way of love.  Friends, that is what 
we are called to do in the midst of the tension and struggle in our midst - to love one another 
with the love of Christ.  It is Christ who can hold us together.  It is Christ who can show us a 
more excellent way.  It is a Christ who can help our body to heal.  My prayer for Macland is 
that we can show this love to one another in the midst of our struggles and that we will be-
come stronger and more faithful so we can continue to reach the lost, raise disciples and re-
lieve suffering. 
 
        In Christ’s love, 

         Zeta   



Financial Update from Administration Team: 
 
Since the Congregational Meeting to refinance the Mortgage there have been some questions raised about de-
cisions the Session has made over the last several years financially.  In an effort to be transparent, the Admini-
stration Team would like for the members to know all the ways we have sought to be good stewards of the 
church’s finances since we moved into the Family Life Center in the Fall of 2006 and began paying the higher 
mortgage payments. 
 
Ways the Administration Team and Session have cut Operational costs: 
1. Renegotiated telephone contract twice - saw a $500 reduction in 2009 
 
2.  Got rid of the bus alleviating bus insurance and repair costs 

2006 - $1,522.50 (spent 6,718.99 on bus repairs in 2007) 
  2007 - $1,299.91 
 
3.   Reduced expenditures on office supplies 
  2006 - $7,121.27 
  2009 - $5,649.58 
 
4.  Postage - Got rid of postage machine, moved to ordering postage on line reduced cost from 
   $4,049.35 (2006) to $3,237.06 (2009) 

We have had questions about the cost of the Newsletter which is $112 average per month.  This 
is our major means of communication with visitors as well as members.  We continue to revisit 
this issue regularly. 
 

5. Maintained cost on General Supplies by holding cost even with new building and more facilities 
  to less than $1000 increase from 2006 (ordering in bulk) 
  2006 - $4,004.91 
  2009 - $4,809.12 
 
6.   Cut costs in the kitchen by washing dishes and not using as many disposable items 
  2006 - $12,816.97 
  2009 - $  8,922.80 
  (Also thanks to Penny Estes’ frugal ways!) 
 
7. In 2007 we canceled credit cards with SAM’s and Publix and do not carry credit on any food items. 
 We reimburse Penny for actual expenses. 
 
8. Entered into a contract with Bardi for heating/cooling issues that gives us a break on service calls, 
      maintains equipment and ensures that we are serviced regularly. 
 Replaced Sanctuary unit in 2007; replaced unit in Music room 2009 
 
9.   In 2009 we kept General Repair & Maintenance costs at a minimum ($8,417.51) so we were able to have 

the church painted for $12,710.00 and the roof repaired for $650.00 
  Total for 2009 -$21,777.51 

Questions have been raised about hail damage to the roof.  We have had the roof inspected 
three times by three different contractors (Most recently in April) and we are NOT eligible for 
replacement roof based on hail damage.  We are told our roof should last for another 5 years 
after the small repairs we had made in 2009. 
 

10. Cut back to cleaning carpets just once a year because space to clean doubled. 



11. Playground expenses have been absorbed by Preschool. 
 
12. Have spent no money on staff training since 2007. 
 
13. Last purchased a computer in 2006; using Microsoft XP; have not upgraded software 
 
14. We print our own envelopes and stationary (only what is needed), print and bind our own  
  Visitor pad sheets, and Carol returns all ink cartridges to Staples for credits and receives and uses Staples 
  money rewards for good customers. 
 
15. We have been fortunate that several members have brought in a variety of office supplies that were surplus 
   in office transitions (post it notes, paper clips, folders, binders, etc.) 
 
16. CE Program Actual expenses reduced from 

2006 $29,096.95 
2009 $15,683.49 

 
17. Worship program Actual expenses from 

2006 $10,201.35 
2009 $  2,847.99 

 
18. Evangelism program Actual expenses from 

2006 $ 4,290.45 
2009 $ 1,407.74 
 

19. Maintain a commitment to Mission by realistic actual expenses 
2006 $23,804.76 (when we were not able to make all the commitments) 

  2009  $23,501.51 
 
Staff Changes 
1. Nursery - have reduced nursery employees from 3 to 1 
2. Cut support staff to half- time, half pay in March 2009 
3. Reduced clergy salaries by 10% on March 2009 
4. Volunteers are doing the yard work now 
5. Payroll expenses have gone from 

2006 $ 313,421.83 
  2009    $ 171,695.36 
 
We have ended the last two years in the black and are working hard to continue to watch our expenditures 
carefully.  There are many things we would love to do as a church but we are committed to live within our 
means.  



  PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
Sign-up sheets for photo appointment times are in the narthex 
until May 2.  Pictures will be taken at the church on Tuesday 
and Wednesday May 11 and 12 and Friday and Saturday, 
June 4 and 5.  Everyone who signs up will get a free copy of 
the directory.  The church has to pay for additional copies so 
the best and least expensive way to get a directory is to come 
in and sit for the photos.  In addition, every family that sits for 
the photo gets a free 8 x10 color photo.  Contact Bob Kendall 
with any questions.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Worship Team has lots of opportunities for you. 
We need people who are enthusiastic about praising the Lord and have skills in: 
 
Audio/Visual Team 
Skills needed - enthusiasm for worship at Macland, carpentry/construction expertise, knowledge of or willing-
ness to learn about audio visual equipment. 
Contact - Reed Sellers (reed.sellers@cbeyond.net) 
 
Ushers and Greeters  
Skills needed -  enthusiasm for worship at Macland, love of people 
Contact - Scotty McAliley (scotty.mcaliley@gmail.com) 
 
Lay Readers  
Skills needed - enthusiasm for Worship at Macland, ability to speak audibly 
Contact - Joanne Lozeau (joanne.lozeau@sap.com) 
 
 
 

 
 

Needed by your Macland Mowing Team 
a riding mower AND a push mower. 

 
So if you or someone you know has an extra mower that still 

runs and would like to donate it, 
please contact Robin Hollar at 678-290-4084. 
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Snapshots from Mission 
 
Spring Chicken Run  
 If you’ve ever wondered what mission looks like at Macland—here’s an image, a snapshot, if you will. 
Imagine a dark church parking lot at 6:30 a.m. on March 27, the morning of the 8th annual Spring Chicken 
Run. More than 25 volunteers have come wearing old race t-shirts as instructed, but you’d never know it. It’s 
too cold to take off jackets and sweatshirts. They don orange vests over top, grateful for another layer. Did I 
mention that it was cold and windy? 
 Everywhere people are moving. Registration tables, food tables, signs, cones and boxes of t-shirts, race 
packets and awards are being put into place. A loudspeaker is set up and tested. Race-timers check stop 
watches and clipboards. Parking attendants are already in position. 
 By 7:30, it’s evident why the early start was necessary. Early bird runners and fami-
lies begin arriving. The parking lot fills up and the shuttle buses are operating.  It is hardly 
daylight, and the real action is just beginning. 
 While we don’t have final numbers yet, there is no doubt of the success of this year’s 
race against hunger for C.A.M.P. There were more runners than ever, and the proceeds are 
estimated at more than $13,000. 
 Kudos and thanks to Carla Pierce, Barb Bonham, Carol Reed, Ferne White and Scotty McAliley, 
who put in long hours on race committees, and to those early-morning workers who made this mission 
snapshot a keeper. 
 

Easter Blessings  
 On Easter Sunday, we received $1,443 for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. Thank 
you for so generously supporting the Presbyterian missions to relieve hunger, provide disaster relief 
and help disadvantaged people learn skills to care for themselves. You only have to glance at a 
newspaper to know how much these funds are needed. 
  

We greatly appreciate the members of the One-Anothering Small Group who cooked and 
helped serve a meal to the men at the Extension Shelter on Easter evening. The ham, po-
tato salad, coleslaw, cakes and cookies were delicious and nourishing. So were the en-
couraging words and music of Mark Baumgartner. In Atlanta to visit his parents, Mark 
ministered to many of the men individually, but most had gone to their rooms when he 
picked up his guitar to sing. Doors started opening and the dining room slowly refilled, 

as the men gladly joined him in song. Can you imagine a more spirit- filled ending to Easter Sunday? 
  
We’re excited by the growing support for this monthly offering to help feed the hungry. Together 
we collected $110 in March. Those coins add up! If you haven’t picked up a Cents-Ability cup 
yet, please take one from the narthex. You can place it on your kitchen table—or if you spend  
more time driving kids to spring practice—keep it in the car and drop in the change from fast 

food meals purchased on the way to games. Bring your offering to worship the last Sunday each month. 
 
Macland Garden—the Sequel  
 After last year’s blockbuster hit—more than 400 pounds of fresh produce grown for food 
banks at C.A.M.P. and MUST Ministries—our gardeners are back. Same place, same purpose, but 
a whole new cast of tomatoes, cucumbers and squash. Workers have already tilled and planted, 
but that’s just the beginning of gardening activities. 
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 One thing we learned last year—it really takes a community to tend a community garden. We encour-
age small groups, classes, families and willing individuals to come help us weed, water and harvest this year’s 
crop. A sign-up calendar and information are available on the mission bulletin board. 
 You don’t need a green thumb to help. We can also use monetary contributions for tomato stakes, weed 
cloth, heavy-duty water hoses, tools and other supplies. If you’d like to donate to the garden, please call Laura 
Yaramishyn at 770-944-6273, or Alan Judd at 770-420-9171. 
  
Mother’s Day Offering 
 On Monday, May 9, more than 200 Presbyterian congregations throughout Georgia will 
honor those who have given so much of themselves by giving to the 2010 Mother’s Day Offering to 
support Presbyterian Homes Caring Hands Fund. 
 At the heart of this 60-year-old Christian ministry, the Caring Hands Fund allows Presbyte-
rian Homes to provide exceptional care and health services to frail, aging residents who have out-
lived their financial resources. Throughout its history, Presbyterian Homes has never asked a resi-
dent to leave due to lack of funds. More than 1,000 seniors reside at Presbyterian Homes’ four Georgia com-
munities. The annual Mother’s Day Offering is the single largest fund-raising activity to support the charitable 
care fund for residents in need. 
 This year’s theme, Live God’s Limitless Love, is drawn from John 15:15: “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you.” The Mother’s Day Offering allows us to express gratitude for 
those who loved, nurtured and provided for us. 
 The current economy is testing Presbyterian Homes’ mission like no other time in its history. For many 
years, the sum required to provide charitable care remained approximately $3 million. In 2009 the figured 
jumped to $3.5 million and in 2009 to $4 million. This year it is expected to rise higher still. Our gifts are 
needed now more than ever to support this vital ministry. Please prayerfully consider giving to this offering. 

 
 
 

 



Macland’s Sunday Sermons 
via pod cast at www.macland.org  

     
      May 2  
           “The Holy City” 
Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
              Dr. James O. Speed 

 

May 9 
“A Saint Called Lydia” 

Revelation 21:22-22:5; Acts 16:9-15 
Dr. James O. Speed 

 
May 16 (Recognition of Seniors) 

“Christian Love for the World” 
Micah 6:6-8; Hebrews 13:1-21 

Rev. Zeta T. Lamberson 
 

May 23 (Pentecost) 
“Belonging” 

Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:14-17 
Dr. James O. Speed 

 
May 30 (Trinity Sunday) 
“The Mystery Beyond Speech” 

Psalm 8; John 16:12-15 
Dr. James O. Speed 

5/2 Jodie Edwards 
5/2 Courtney Hollar 
5/3 Devin DeMeo 
5/5 Pat Shankle  
5/7 Tim Barrett 
5/7 Johnny Gravley 
5/7 Crystal Keith 
5/8 John Speir 
5/8 Mike Ferguson 
5/9 Pam Brotherton 
5/9 Alex Hodges 
5/10 Andy Puterbaugh 
5/11 Sarah Baldwin 
5/11 Thomas Molander 
5/12 Barbara Brush 
5/12 Tyler Mendez 
5/12 Callie Smith 

5/13 Jeanne Fraser 
5/13 Dave Face 
5/14 Marion Savic  
5/15 Bee Pope 
5/15 Libby McAliley 
5/15 Christopher Lafferty 
5/16 Finley Tabb 
5/17 Dillon Nohr 
5/17 Nathan Nohr 
5/18 Katie Thach 
5/20 Robert Ard 
5/21 Harvey Thomerson 
5/21 Rachel Morrissey 
5/22 Carol Reed 
5/22 Paula Burton 
5/23 Scott Shankle  
5/24 Larry Morrissey 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Save the Date 
Christian Ed will be sponsoring a church 
picnic on  Sunday August 1st.  We plan 
on having games, volleyball, relay races, 
all sorts of fun.  More information will be 
available in the June and July newsletter. 

    
 

Children’s Choir Sings 
 

Children and Rainbow Choirs 
will sing the prelude on May 9, 
Mother’s Day.  Parents mark 
your calendars and congrega-
tion be there to support the 
children.  

5/24 Kate White 
5/25 Ann Cromer 
5/25 Amy Smith 
5/26 William Cromer 
5/26 Rebecca Morrissey 
5/27 Tray Alley 
5/28 Hannah Bartlett 
5/29 Kim Joyce 
5/30 Tom Richardson 
5/30 Paul Edwards 
5/30 Steve Lundeen 
5/30 Maris Montoya 
5/31 Chamini Doluweera
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